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LOCAL NEWS

Charleen Earley Takes Over as Editor
By SALLY HOGARTY

Executive Editor

Long-time freelance writer, publisher and 
teacher Charleen Earley became The 

Orinda News’ editor-in-chief as of Oct. 1.
An adjunct journalism professor at 

Diablo Valley College, Butte College and 
Foothill College, Earley is well grounded 
in the basics of writing. Coupled with her 
24 years’ experience as a freelance writer/
photographer for such Bay Area publica-
tions as San Francisco Chronicle, The Re-
cord, East Bay Times and Napa Valley Life 
Magazine, Earley is a welcome addition to 
The Orinda News staff.

“I’m overjoyed and honored to be a 
part of what feels like a team and family 
at The Orinda News,” Earley said. “Writ-
ing, publishing, interviewing, editing and 

U.S. Post Office Protest Rally
By KATHY BOHANAN ENZERINK

Assistant Editor

A synchronized, national rally to “Save 
the Post Office from Trump” was held 

Saturday, Aug. 22 at 11 a.m., and Orinda 
was no exception, with a rally held in the 
parking area next to the Orinda Post Office. 

Local organizer Chad Curran said the 
main goal of the event was to “protect 
mail-in voting.”

More than 1,000 rallies were scheduled in 
all 50 states at 11 a.m. local time. According 
to MoveOn.org, Civic Action, a nonprofit 
which focuses on “education and advocacy 
… and supporting the development of more 
grass root leaders,” orchestrated the “Save 
the Post Office Saturday” events. 

Downtown Precise Plan Focus on  
Residential, Mixed-Use Development

By KATHY BOHANAN ENZERINK
Assistant Editor

Contentious Orinda issues concerning 
density limits, mixed-use and multi-

family dwellings, allowable building 
heights and the number of stories permitted 
in a building on privately-owned property 
remained up in the air as the City Council 
and its Downtown Precise Planning (DPP) 
Sub-Committee worked through various 
meetings. 

The next sub-committee meeting, open to 
the public, will focus on building heights. A 
date had not been scheduled at press time.

City Council Members Nick Kosla and 
Inga Miller, who serve as the Downtown 
Precise Planning (DPP) Sub-Committee, 
met with Planning Department staff mem-
bers Sept. 10 to continue exploring the 
future of downtown development, with 
possible waivers to current building height, 
population density and setback regulations 
on the agenda. No decisions were made, 
nor actions taken.

During its Aug. 18 meeting, the Orinda 

City Council had considered department 
staff recommended changes to residential 
density limits, modifications to allowable 
building heights and changes to the number 
of stories permitted in a building.

Recommendations included allowing pri-
vately-owned properties in the downtown 
commercial and office districts, located 
on the south and north sides of Hwy. 24, 
to be developed to include mixed-use and/
or residential structures. Another change 
would see residential density increase 
from 10 to 30 dwelling units per acre in the 
Downtown Commercial (Theater) District 
and from “not allowed” to 25 dwelling units 
in the downtown office (Village) District. In 
certain areas, building heights could reach 
55 feet, 20 feet higher than the current 
maximum allowed. These recommenda-
tions do not apply to city-owned properties.

In addition to viewing renditions of 
mixed-used and high-density dwelling 
buildings in nearby communities, discus-
sions covered scenarios when incentives 
are made a part of granting waivers. Pub-
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The Orinda City Council viewed proposed high-density projects such as this one on Mt. Diablo Blvd. in 
Lafayette, while considering proposed changes in Orinda building regulations.

[SEE DOWNTOWN page 22]
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Charleen Earley was appointed editor-in-chief of 
The Orinda News in October.

KATHY ENZERINK

Madeline (left) and Sofia, with their father Chad 
Curran, hold signs they made for the rally. [SEE USPS page 25]

[SEE EDITOR page 20]
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