_ of water pipes should not be ered
by this committee. “It is really the
responsibility of EBMUD to supply ade- . -

Joint Fire Co 4

A *nday mghts* have been

> t Moraga/Orinda fire ‘
mittee as:theynear a- self-imposedhdeada

~ line:to-have a plan for the merger of th

two fire- districts ready for their respe
tive. town and city councils. Scheduled
for sometime in June, the status

would outline the steps necessary to'

form a fire district independent: from. the
county’s consolidated district. ‘
Accordmg to Ormda resldent‘fandl

workmg out the details of the pl‘annedu

merger for several months. “This.is a -

very complicated project with lats of

specific details — such as what size of . .

budget and. staff do you need an
dles the govemance of the dis
to.decide upon;” rémarks Weber.

Following the council meeting the

- application for merging the twi distvicts

will be submitted to the Boa
Supervisors and the county’s L
Agency Formation Com
(LAFCO) for approval. “LAF

probably requite us to submi the issue

to thie voters; where it would fieed a sim-
ple majority to pass,” says Webet. ’

Orindan Pete Wilson has responsibility

for putting together a tentatlve ‘opera-

capi&l hudget that would ioclotfe-

fire equipment for hoth_districts. andj
tetzoﬁtting of the three fire stations in.

ity w:th Moraga, particularly in the area.
of pgramedic services. The exact amougt‘

1980.. :
Wilson believes the question: of’
pressure:for firefighting and oridil

quate water to the hydrants. What hap-

- pens after that is the fire district's
responsibility,” remarks Wilson. “I per--

sonally wantthe water delivery system
to stay out of the fire-flow tax. There are
a nuimber of options to be explored before

- hanging the expense on the tax.... We

don't want to go before the public with

‘what looks like the national debt.” A.

five-flow tax would requive a hvmﬂﬁrds
vote: in order to pass. .

for the 10 members o ffho _

eration. Moraga passed a similar taxin

Y larly: after a-wet winter,x()rmda S
, blossoms and rapidly growing foliage
| can, if not cut back, make driving our
1 narrow, wmding streets an. even
more challenging experience than it
| already is.

v ,‘ Trees and lmush growing onto the
| roadway constrict the usable portion
of the street for motorists, bicyclists,

estrian o"seek reftige off ¢

! | «miay-prevent. drivers. frony seeing ve
‘ c*l’es approaohii’lg on CYuss- stmetsi

ing bxanches can eauSe

man thmugh.heavﬂgwaodedm '
. voutes for vehicles, cycllm and pedestrians,
5 ﬂm rigk of fire.

and pedestrians alxke. There may be .

" provides three’major trash pickups"
pavement. At intersections, folia; age

"Additional information may be

By city ordinance, each property
owner is responsible for keeping vege-
tation at least two feet.back from the
pavenient. By trimmiing frontage veg-
etation regularly, residents can pre-
vent problems from developing.

If city officials learn of a safety prob-
lem caused by overgrown vegetation, a
courtesy notice will be sent to the
property owner. The back side of the
notice shows, in diagrams, the types of
trimming required.

The new garbage company, BFI,

per ‘year, and this year Orindans can
schedule these dates at their.conve-
nience. This is a good way to get rid of
garden cuttings that don't all fit into
the provided green waste bins.

obtained by c,a.ll.mg'am at 603-1144.

‘be run by an elected board: of commis-
sioners. Wilson envisions having both
items on the same ballot as well as an
- advisory vote on whether the citizens-of

" both Moraga and Orinda want & merged

district. The comimittée hopes to have

the issue on the March ballot.

'i’he pmposed merged district would :

According to Councilmember Joyce
Hawkins, the Board of Supervisors
diversion of$~3 milli_nn of city reven

in disrepair. Until its dissolution in
1992, the Special District Augmentation
Fund allowed the county to take a por-
tion of the property tax revenue from
special districts, including the Orinda
Fire District, and reallocate the money
to other parts-of the county. “Unfortu-
nately, when we incorporated, we didn't
take confrol'of the fire department.
‘Fhdt's.one reason why we're s:ttmg
‘with Moraga and talking merger:

50 'we can keep the money here in
[Orinda,” says Hawkins.
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